
WHY ICD-10-CM/PCS
MATTERS

WHY IMPLEMENT ICD-10?
ICD-10 IMPLEMENTATION DELIVERS IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM BENEFITS

Greater specificity and 
data reporting mean more 
accurate reimbursement

Increased
coding 
accuracy

Easier reporting 
across international 
lines

Improved coding 
leads to improved 
healthcare

1979: ICD-9-CM implemented

1983: Implementation of hospital 
inpatient PPS using ICD-9-CM 
diagnosis and procedure codes

1990: NCVHS issues reports 
that ICD classification quality 
might be compromised

 ICD-10 
released 
by WHO

1994: Center for Health Policy 
Studies contracted to evaluate 
ICD-10 for morbidity purposes 

ICD-10-CM 
prototype developed 
in the US

1997: The draft of the Tabular List of ICD-10-CM, and the 
preliminary crosswalk between ICD-9-CM and ICD-10-CM is 
made available for public comment. 1,200 reply.1997–2003: Eight days of NCVHS hearings 

generate letters and written and oral testimonies 
from more than 80 public and private sectors groups

2001: In the September 7, Federal Register, CMS 
notes limitation of ICD-9-CM

2007: Senator Norm Coleman (MN) 
introduces S. 628, the “Critical Access to 

Health Information Technology Act of 2007,” 
requiring replacement of ICD-9 with ICD-10. 

ICD-10 language calls for a 
final rule by October 1, 2008, 
with full implementation by 

October 1, 2011. 

2011: CMS announces a 
partial code set freeze to 

prepare for the transition.

The last regular annual update to 
ICD-9-CM and ICD-10-CM/PCS 

occurs October 1

2011: NCVHS holds hearing on industry progress 
with implementation of updated versions of the 

HIPAA transaction standards and ICD-10 code sets.  

2013: AHIMA sends letter to HHS Secretary 
requesting the previous commitment to extend the 
compliance date to October 1, 2014, be maintained.

HOW IS AHIMA PROMOTING ICD-10?
WE’VE LAUNCHED A MULTI-LEVEL ICD-10 ADVOCACY, OUTREACH, AND EDUCATION 

CAMPAIGN. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT AHIMA.ORG/ICD10.

AHIMA ADVOCATES FOR NO FURTHER DELAY 
AND IMMEDIATE ICD-10 IMPLEMENTATION!
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2012: NCVHS and AHIMA urge that delays in 
ICD-10 implementation not be more than a year

HHS published NPRM to 
change the compliance date
to October 1, 2014

2014: Bill delays 
implementation of ICD-10

 HHS publishes final rule to change 
compliance date to October 1, 2015

2009: HHS published final rule 
for adopting ICD-10

2012–2015:  2012-2015: partial code freeze in effect 
for both ICD-9-CM and ICD-10-CM/PCS

2008: NCVHS recommends HHS  “Accelerate[s] US 
adoption of ICD-10  by publishing the required notice of 
proposed rulemaking.”

2005: Subcommittee on Health of House 
Ways and Means Committee addresses 
adoption of ICD-10 during HIT hearing. 

1996–1998: Informal/formal 
testing of ICD-10-PCS

2003: Updated ICD-10-CM draft 
posted on the NCVHS web site.

1999: ICD-10 implemented 
in US for mortality reporting

2000: Final Rule for Transactions and Code Sets states: 
“ICD-10-CM has great potential for replacement of ICD-9-CM.”

A TIMELINE FOR ICD-10
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